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 William Nielsen 
 Secretary:  
 Paula Hartman 
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Monday-Friday 
 

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
&   

1:00 p.m.-  4:00 p.m. 
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March 7th: Numbers 8:1-9:23, Mark 13:14-37,  
                     Psalm 50:1-23, Proverbs 10:29-30  
 

March 14th: Numbers 21:1-22:20, Luke 1:26-56, 
          Psalm 57:1-11, Proverbs 11:9-11 
 

March 21st: Numbers 32:1-33:39, Luke 4:31-5:11, 
                      Psalm 64:1-10, Proverbs 11:22 
 

March 28th: Deuteronomy 9:1-10:22, Luke 8:4-21,  
                       Psalm 69:19-36, Proverbs 12:2-3 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH     103 E. CEDAR ST.  ANAMOSA, IA  52205     (319) 462-4841    
EMAIL: stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  PASTOR’S EMAIL: pastorbill.nielsen@gmail.com  

 

 I've been thinking a lot about the economy lately.  So many people are out of work or worried about 
losing their job.  Others are looking at a house that is upside down with financing (owe more than current 
value).  Cars are getting older and more expensive to fix, yet cheaper to fix than to replace.  The Nielsens 
are in the same boat... well not exactly, but jobs are hard to find and Lisamarie took a part time job in hopes 
of building a long term relationship with her employer.  So we find ourselves helping with some of their 
expenses (like many parents today).  That puts a squeeze on us just like financial worries put a squeeze on 
others. 
 Now I don't say that for pity, we are fine.  But it does help you to know that I somewhat understand 
financial strains.  Living closer to the edge, from paycheck to paycheck, is hard!  Anne and I were on Title 
19 while in seminary.  Food came from a food pantry and foodstamps.  We had state paid insurance and 
turned a car and a mobile home back to the institutions who held the loans.  We understand how things 
work and how sometimes things are out of our control and at times situations can be pretty tough. 
 Our congregation came through 2009 with a slight increase in giving for the year.  Many people 
increased giving and faithfully maintained that giving throughout the year.  Others felt a need to decrease 
giving from the year before.  That's okay.  That's how the church works.  Some who are able increase and 
others who find a need to decrease do so.  I have many times suggested to people that they get under control 
from losing a job or helping family out by decreasing their giving.  God never intends for us to stress about 
such matters.  So if you are one who has increased giving, thank you.  Thank you for supporting the church 
at a time in your life when you are able to do so.  If you are one who has decreased giving, it's okay.   
Sometimes there is a need to adjust.  I pray you find financial freedom and a desire to return to the level of 
giving you wish to be at.  It's not a law to give, but God does tell us how important it is. 
 Our budget for 2010 is a large decrease from 2009, almost $40,000.  That represents a lot of      
ministry.  The budget passed represents the council's desire to be realistic about our finances.  There is a 
great concern for some of the facility costs in the coming years (maybe less, let's pray not).  The boiler in 
the education building is limping along.  The Christian Ed people want to remove walls to better             
accommodate the classes today.  There is painting to be done, doors need replacing, floors waxed, and other 
updating done.  These things are all on hold.  In addition, we decreased giving to some significant          
ministries that play a vital role in the life of members.  We give less to EWALU, cut back on Family Camp, 
decreased giving to the SE Iowa Synod and continue to take from savings to pay overhead. 
 In the first meeting of council they will put together a list (with priorities) of how we will increase 
giving to ministries if we experience an increase in giving as a congregation.  My personal challenge to 
each of you is to increase your giving either to 2008 levels or 10% of 2009 giving.  Anne and I will face 
that challenge and determine how we can best support the ministries at St. Paul.  I pray you consider your 
support of St. Paul as well.  Though it may not seem like much, our increase together significantly impacts 
what we are able to do. 
 On the other side, if your financial situation has changed know that there are others who will pick 
up if you need to cut back.  I would ask that you let me know so I can pray for you and your situation.  You 
never have to walk alone in your struggles, and I am willing to pray with you and support you in whatever 
way possible. 
 May God continue to bless this congregation and the ministries and members of it. 
  
In Christ, 
�
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Yes, I'm growing my hair to donate to Locks of Love!  Thanks for your support! 



 

 

Saturday   6:00 p.m. 
       6  Bob/Betty Hora 
     13  Gerald/Verlyn Stolte 
     20  Darla Algoe 
     27  Jim/Eunice Conley 
        
  

Sunday   8:00 a.m. 
Dave Michels 

Rhonda Michels 

Saturday   6:00 p.m. 
     6  Barb Kleis 
   13  Laura Secrist 
   20  Darla Algoe 
   27  Eunice Conley 

Sunday   10:30 a.m. 
    7  Kent/Lori Reynolds 
   14  Gary/Carlene Vavricek 
   21  Gary/Carlene Vavricek 
   28  Gary/Carlene Vavricek 

      Sunday   8:00 a.m.      
   7  Virginia Danielson 
 14  Jill Darrow 
 21  Jane Ortgies 
 28  Vic Hamre 
  

 

 

 

 

               Saturday 6:00 p.m. 
           6  Myra Powell 
         13  Lynn Rickels 
         20  Vicki Wacker 
         27  Marge Bohlken 

              Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
             7  Kiana Secrist 
           14 Kayla Zumbach 
           21  Jordan Wilson 
           28  Todd Nielsen 
            

              Saturday 6:00 p.m. 
            6  Bob/Betty Hora 
          13  Dan/Lynn Rickels 
          20  Darla Algoe 
          27  Gerald/Verlyn Stolte 

     Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
   7  Bob/Janice Goodyear 
 14  Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 
 21  Mike/Pat Plueger 
 28  Barb Kleis/ 
       Sarah Andresen  

        Sunday 8:00 a.m. 
  7  Mary Goldsmith/ 
      Jan Kurtz 
14 Denny/Deb Oltmann 
21 Bob/Bonnie Prull 
28  David/Jane Ortgies 

              Saturday 6:00 p.m. 
      6  Anne Nielsen 
    13  Dan/Lynn Rickels 
    20  Laura Secrist 
    27  Eunice Conley     

     Sunday 8:00 a.m. 
   7  Arlen/Marilyn Holcomb 
 14  Pastor Gene Schipper/ 
       Don Harmon 
 21  Marty Rowland/ 
       Jay Willems 
 28  David/Jane Ortgies 

     Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
   7  Shaun Lambertsen/ 
       Darel Secrist 
  14  Brenda/Jamie Carpenter 
  21  Mike/Pat Plueger 
  28  Kent/Lori Reynolds 

      Sunday   10:30 a.m.      
   7  Kent Reynolds 
 14  Laura Secrist 
 21  Dennis Hansen 
 28  Barrie Reynolds 
 

 
 

Bell Choir I (2nd & 3rd Graders) 
 
 

Rehearsal: 
  6:00-6:30 p.m.          February 3rd 

         6:00-6:30 p.m.          February 10th 
          
 

Service Schedule:  
Beginning of 10:30 Service on February 14th 

 

 

Bell Choir II (4th & 5th Graders) 
 
 

Rehearsal: 
  5:30-6:00 p.m.          February 3rd 

         5:30-6:00 p.m.          February 10th 
          
 

Service Schedule:  
End of 8:00 Service on February 14th 

 



 

 

     

 

 

  7  Jamie Carpenter 
14 Kristy Robertson 
21 Michele Lubben 
28  Pat Merritt 
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  7  The Pegoricks 
14 John & Verna Parham 
21 Lent 
28  Lent 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

*JEREMY FALL *  
*ALLEN GILBERT*  

*GAIL ORTGIES SIMS*  
* TIM SPROSTEN *  
*RICKY ULFERTS*  

 

If you know of any changes, please  
notify the church office at 462-4841 

 

 

 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

    7  Colby Toenjes 
             14  - 
             21  - 
             28  - 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
            7  Matea Behnke 
          14  Tyler Zumbach 
          21  Dallin Holub 
          28  Daniel Carpenter 

Coffee 
               7  Emily Christianson 
             14  Alec Countryman 
             21  Matea Behnke 
             28  Hillary Barnes 

Doughnuts 
            7  Madison Hankemeier 
          14  Victor Soupene 
          21  Tyler Zumbach 
          28   Kaitlyn Pate 
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Congratulations to Gary Behnke 
and Vickie VonBehren who were 
married on Saturday, January 
23rd here at St. Paul 

 

Funeral services for Edna Byers 
were held on January 5th here at 
St. Paul. Edna passed away on 
December 31st. ��������	��������	��������	��������	� ���
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News 
Submitted by Judy Hahn 

2010– January, February, March– time to collect Health Kit 
items for Lutheran World Relief! Everyone is invited to bring 
items for this project. 
 

Items Needed: 
· 1 hand towel, dark color 
· 1 wash cloth, dark color 
· 1 bath size bar of soap (4 or 5 oz.) 
       (any brand in original wrapping) 
· 1 adult size toothbrush is original package 
· 1 comb– wide tooth preferred (remove packaging) 
· 1 metal nail file or clippers with nail file attached 

(remove packaging) no emery boards 
· 6 Band Aids (1/2”-3/4”) secure with rubber bands 
 

All items should be new and in good condition. Wrap smaller 
items in wash cloth, wrap washcloth and remaining items in 
the towel– tie securely with ribbon or yarn. (Do not use   
plastic bags.) Complete kits or single items are welcome– 
single items will be used to complete kits. Or you may give 
money for items. No toothpaste! Complete kits and items for 
kits may be left in the kit box on the cupboard in the church 
kitchen. Thank You! 
 

Lutheran Women Today writes: “Lutheran World Relief’s 
supply of health kits remains critically low as requests for 
assistance across the world increase. The kits are sent to peo-
ple suffering the effects of war, disaster, and poverty.” 
     
    Judy Hahn 
    Lucille Zimmerman 

ANNUAL MEETING  
OVERVIEW  

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m. by   
Council President Don Hardersen. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Brian Lubben. 
Discussion and clarifications followed. Don Hardersen 
moved to accept the report. Motion was seconded and 
passed by members. Russ Postel   complimented and 
thanked Brian for his efforts in preparing the new 
budget. 
 

Paul Lewison presented the Trust and Memorial Fund 
Report and clarified several of the line items. Pat    
Jensen moved to accept the report. Motion was        
seconded and approved by members. Paul said that 
items on the current Memorial List include new audio/
visual/technology equipment and new gold (color) 
flower vases for the altar. There were no suggestions 
for additional items from the floor. Paul indicated   
additional requests for items could be sent to him. 
 

Don Hardersen presented the 2010 Ballot. Marcy Pate 
and Jody Fairbanks were added to the Christian     
Education Committee. Marty  Rowland was added to 
the Membership Care Committee. Don Harmon moved 
to close   nominations. Amy Christianson seconded the 
motion; motion passed. Bernice Petersen moved to  
accept the unanimous ballot as amended. Deb       
Hardersen seconded the motion; motion passed. 
 

Good of the Order: 
 

Bernice Petersen encouraged the continuation of    
temple talks and other information presentations at the 
church services to help keep the members of the     
congregation up to date on financial and other issues.  
 

Deb Hardersen encouraged increased involvement in 
activities/projects by more members, rather than      
relying on the same people year after year. She        
requested more volunteers for ushers, readers,       
communion, etc. and plans to do a new time and  talent 
survey. 
 

Paul Lewison thanked Don Hardersen and Nancy Stout 
for all their service in the last several years. 
 

Don Hardersen mentioned that Council is in full     
support of providing a Youth and Family Director and 
gave a brief update on the process and status of filling 
that position as soon as possible. 
 

Lynn Decious moved to adjourn the annual meeting. 
Motion was seconded by Deb Hardersen and  passed 
by members. 

JANUARY COUNCIL CLIPS 
 

-Youth & Family Committee will meet to review the job      
description provided by Council. Rhonda Michels, Pastor Bill 
and Don Hardersen will attend to represent the Council. The 
position will be advertised after budget approval at the 2010 
Annual Meeting. Council suggested Rhonda Michels, Brian 
Lubben and two Youth & Family Committee members         
interview applicants. 
 

-Lenten Designations: Lenten offerings will be split equally 
among the following areas: Family Camp, Sunday School     
Materials, Anamosa Ministerial Association, Anamosa Food 
Bank & EWALU. 
 

-Nancy Stout requested approval of a church fundraiser to     
provide funds for families in our congregation currently            
experiencing financial challenges due to medical emergencies. 
She volunteered to coordinate the activity. A motion was made 
to do a community dinner on Feb. 14th to raise these funds. 
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Submitted by Virginia Danielson 
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Submitted by Nancy Stout 

WATER PROJECT THANK YOU 
 
Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
 
As Lutherans, we are called to help our friends and neighbors– 
around the corner, across the country, and on the other side of 
the world. Thank you for the special way you are impacting 
the mission and ministries of the ELCA. I gratefully acknowl-
edge your ELCA Good Gift of $6,366.82 . Thanks to your 
generosity, the ELCA today is a church at work in the world, 
doing God’s work with our hands, proclaiming Christ’s     
redeeming love to all. 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
Cynthia J. Halverson 
Executive for Development and the ELCA Foundation 



 

 

 

My name is Marilyn Holcomb and 
I have been a member of this 
church for 60+ years. My grand-
parents were charter members of 
the church. I am enjoying my    
service on the church council and 
hope every member’s voice is   
being heard. During my church 
years I taught Sunday school,    
Luther League Sponsor, Circle 
Member and helped on church 
work groups. 
 

Arlen and I live in Martelle. We 
are both retired. I worked at GE 
Capital and Arlen was a full time 
farmer. We still enjoy the many 
small town activities and try to 
help out in any needs. I have a 
group of ladies who are also now 
retired and we have met every 
week for 10 years. We share 
books, recipes, stories, make greet-
ing cards, day trips, quilt, cross 
stitch, hook rugs, and just enjoy 
each others strengths and compan-
ionship. I bowl on Tuesday morn-
ing but we are called the Strugglers 
so that should tell you how good I 
bowl. Each week I volunteer at 
Pierce School in Cedar Rapids to 
help in my grandsons’ classes. 
 

Family is a big part of my life. I 
have four children. Jennifer, hus-
band Jeff, and two children live in 
Denver, CO. My second daughter 
Lori died from Cancer in 2006. 
Her husband Kirk and the two 
boys live in Cedar Rapids. My son 
Matt lives in Springville and works 
for the City of Marion. Heather 
and her husband Brian and four 

 loves helping the young ones in 
Sunday School. 
 

In what little spare time I have I 
love to make paper crafts, scrap-
book, sew, go antique shopping, 
gather with family members and 
play games, watch TV, listen to 
music, cook, clean...Did I really 
say that? Maybe I should have 
said, “organize”. 
 

It is my goal, while serving on 
council, to see our congregation 
grow and we can’t do that without 
your involvement. Whatever your 
passion is...I invite you to see how 
it fits with our congregation’s mis-
sion statement. Become involved! 
You’ll be glad you did!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family:  Married to Jody for 14 
years; 3 kids...Pierce 10, Abby 7, 
and Kaylee 4. 
Occupation: Dairy Farmer (milks 
200 cows and farms 500 acres 
south of Anamosa with the help of 
a few key employees). 
Length of Membership at St. Paul: 
4 years. 
Involvement at St. Paul: Member 
of the Properties committee, 
Church Council, Evangelism com-
mittee, Dinner for Eight. 
Other Organizations/Interests: 
Lots of involvement in the dairy 
industry (Holstein Assn. and Na-
tional Brown Swiss Assn.) also 
enjoys cheering for the Hawks. 
Goals/Dreams for St. Paul: Since 
I’m fairly new to St. Paul, I’m 
looking forward to continuing to 
get to know my church family. I’d 
like to see St. Paul’s continue to 
grow out into the community. 

MARILYN HOLCOMB 

DOUG FAIRBANKS 

boys live in Seattle, WA. They lead a very 
busy and active life. I try to go visit when I 
can. Arlen has two grown children with 
families, Julie and Greg. They live in the 
surrounding area. 
 

St. Paul church has been a great force in the 
community because of wonderful congrega-
tion and Pastors. We need to continue to 
grow in acceptance and compassion for our 
members and community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is my first year serving on your church 
council. I have found it to be rewarding and 
have learned a lot as to the amount of time, 
effort and funds it takes to be a successful 
congregation. I look forward to service the 
second year of my term. I also serve on the 
Youth and Family ministry team, Evangel-
ism committee, teach Sunday School and 
most recently, stepped up to be a part of the 
many people taking on responsibilities as 
“youth directors”. Being a part of these fac-
ets of our church has brought me many new 
friendships which I have grown to treasure. 
 

I am currently in my 21st year of teaching 
sixth grade science at McKinley Middle 
School in Cedar Rapids. I represent my staff 
as the rep. in our local education association 
and serve on our associations contract nego-
tiations team. I also teach in the Easter Iowa 
Arts Academy after school program. I serve 
on their board as well as their planning and 
steering committee. 
 

I have been married to my husband Dave 
Michels, for 22 years. Dave teaches 7th 
grade math at West Middle School here in 
town and sings in the church choir. Dave 
has also stepped up to meet with our high 
school youth as we await a replacement 
youth director. Our daughter, Hannah, is a 
freshman at AHS, enjoys her social time and 

RHONDA MICHELS 



  

Pastor: William Nielsen 
Pastor’s email: pastorbill.nielsen@gmail.com 

 

 
Office Manager: Paula Hartman 

Church office email: stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
 

 
 

  

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 

 
Telephone: (319) 462-4841 

Email: stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
        Website: www.stpaullutherananamosa.com 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
6:30 p.m. Exec. Mtg. 

3 6.:45 am Good Guys 

8am L.M.M. 
5:30pm Bell Choir II 
6:00pm Bell Choir I 
6pm Praise Band Practice 
 

4 5 6 
6pm Praise Service 

7  8am Trad. Service 

9am Coffee Hour 
9:15am Sunday school 
9:30 am Adult S. school 
10:30am Praise Service 
Reservation Deadline for 
R.O.I.L. Dinner  

8 
10am Reports Due 
For Annual Report 

9 
9:30 a.m. Martha Circle 
7 p.m. Mary Circle 
7 pm Church Council. 
8pm AA 

10  6:45am Good Guys 

8am L.M.M. 
12 pm Hosp. Aux. Luncheon 
1:30pm Sarah Circle 
5:30pm. Bell Choir II 
6pm Bell Choir I 
6pm Praise Band Practice 
6:30pm 7th Confirmation 

11 12 13 
6pm Praise Service 

14  8am Trad. Service 

9am Coffee Hour 
9:15am Sunday school 
9:30 am Adult S. school 
10:30am Praise Service 
5:30 pm “Reaching Out in  
              Love” Dinner 

15 16 
8pm AA 

17 6:45am Good Guys 
8am L.M.M.  
5pm Praise Band Practice     
5: 30-6:45pm Supper 
7pm Ash Wednesday Service 
8pm Mentoring 
 

18 
 
 

19 
4pm Newsletter 
      Articles Due 

20 
6pm Praise Service 

21  8am Trad. Service 
9am Coffee Hour 
9:15am Sunday school 
9:30 Adult S. school 
10:30am Praise Service 

22 23 
8pm AA 

24   6:45am Good Guys 

8am L.M.M. 
5pm Praise Band Practice 
5:30-6:45pm Supper 
7pm Lenten Service 
8pm Mentoring 

 

25 
9am Mail Newsletter 
       (Elnora Day) 
10am Friend to Friend 

26 27 
6pm Praise Service 

28  8am Trad. Service 
9am Coffee Hour 
9:15am Sunday school 
9:30 am Adult S. school 
10:30am Praise Service 

  
 

    

       



 

 

 
 

 
 

Martha Circle 
Tuesday, February 9th, 9:30 a.m. 

Hostess: Dorothy Harmon 
Bible Study: Lenore Frederick 

 
Mary Circle 

Tuesday, February 9th, 7:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Verna Lewison 

Bible Study: Mary Lou Schipper 
 

Sarah Circle 
Wednesday, February 10th, 1:30 p.m. 

Hostess: Wilma Cox 
Bible Study: Cathy Soppe 
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Chairperson: John & Verna Parham 
Co-Chairpersons: John & Jan Minzenmeyer 
                  
Chris & Sarah Andresen 
Jan Allaire 
Luella Bickford 
Tom & Sandy Claussen 
Lois Duffy 
Mike & Julie Fall 
Lenore Frederick 
Tina Hankemeier 
Jason & Amy Hosek 
Dorothy Kula 
Scott Minzenmeyer 
Marlene Prout 
Kirk & Kandace Reinhardt 
Edna Roeglin 
Rose Rohr 
Marilyn Schmidt 
Lance & Michelle Toenjes 
 

A few duties include: Taking care of the nursery; (wipe off 
crib & little  table, pick up and straighten room) over-see 
kitchen (*Launder towels on counter, check & clean re-
frigerators & stoves when needed) keep supplies stocked 
(paper towels, dish soap in kitchen, Kleenex for bathroom, 
plastic wrap & baggies). 
*It will be very important that Work Groups select some-
one to check on the kitchen.  
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Saturday: 
6:00 p.m. Contemporary Worship 

 

Sunday: 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Fellowship 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
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  1  Blake Young 
  2  Donna Condry, Steph Gravel, Annette Wheeler, 
      Breanna Luchtenburg 
  3  Dylan Schmidt, Colin Stiffler 
  4  Michelle Smith, Sharlene Ulferts 
  5  Susan Wilcox 
  6  Levi Lode, Roger Seaton 
  7  Bill Crump 
  8  Wayne Embree, Jeremy Fall 
  9  Marge Bohlken 
10  Abby Fairbanks, Marissa Hankemeier 
11 LaVerne Beener, Elnora Day, Ken Henderson, 
      Pat Jensen, Johnnie Pegorick 
12  Marie Capron 
13  Becky Embree 
14 Bryce Engelbart, Dave Michels,  
      Mallory Whitmore 

15 Rhonda Michels, Evan Wilson 
16 Grace Lubben 
17 Jennifer Dirks, LuAnn McWilliams, 
      Scott Minzenmeyer, Kirk Reinhardt 
19 Carol Atwood, Easton Wheeler 
20 Joan Decious, Verna Fiedler 
21 Lawrence Behnke 
22 Marshall Kray 
23 Benny Cashner, Erik Bohlken 
24 Amy Hosek, Jane Ortgies 
25 Rick Carpenter, Ryan Hall, Seth Secrist 
26 Jillian Faille, Brett Jacobs 
27 Taylor Zumbach 
28 Trent Gravel, Damon Rogers, 
      Mary Lou Schipper, Shirley Shover 

 

 


